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Letter to the Editor 

Determination of B-hydroxypropafenone in biological fluids by 
fused-silica capillary gas chromatography using electron-capture 
detection 

SU, 

In a previous paper [ 1 ] we reported a gas chromatographlc-electron-capture 
detection (GC-ECD ) method for the quantltatlon of propafenone 1n biological 
fluids The maJor and active metabolite of propafenone, 5-hydroxypropa- 
fenone [ 21, IS more acidic and polar than the parent drug Simultaneous mea- 
surement of both compounds 1s not possible without sacrificing the recovery 
of one or the other compound We have modified the previous GC-ECD assay 
to quantltate 5-hydroxypropafenone 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Materrals and soluttons 
Propafenone, 5hydroxypropafenone and L1-1548 (internal standard) were 

supplied by Knoll (Markham, Canada). D1chloromethane and 2-propanol 
(distilled 1n glass) were purchased from Caledon Labs (Georgetown, Can- 
ada) Other chemicals were the same as reported previously [ 1 ] 

The 5hydroxypropafenone hydrochloride and internal standard solutions 
were prepared by dissolving these compounds 1n methanol-water ( 1 9 ) (0 1 
mg/ml, equivalent to base) and dilution to the desired concentrations 

Instrumentatron and analysis 
The instrumentation for the analysis of 5-hydroxypropafenone was the same 

as previously reported for propafenone [l] Modlf1cat1ons of the GC condl- 
t1ons and the extraction and derlvat1zatlon procedures are shown 1n Table I 
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